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Community Contributions: Resident’s stories from HEART'’s first senior homes

Karen C. still sees her acupuncture clients
part time in her San Bruno office, and
teaches volunteer Reiki and wellness classes
as a resident of The Village at the Crossing

in San Bruno. With her wide smile, elegant
manner, and cozy apartment full of French
tapestries and opera posters, she hardly fits
the stereotype of a “low-
income senior,” nor does her
colleague, Ly N., a gentle
retired chemist with a serene
demeanor and a passion

for community organizing.
But in San Mateo County
both fall into this category.
And both are grateful that
they could qualify for two

of the 228 affordable apartments when the
Village opened in March 2007. They are also
profoundly aware of the isolation and poverty
that many seniors face as they retire in high-
cost areas, and are well aware that they are
two of the lucky ones, since

demand for affordable senior housing far
outpaces supply.

Karen and Ly are active in the residents
association, which is one of the services
offered, and feel that the ability to create
community is the best part of the Village.
“People like us who reach this age, we have

a lot of experience and a lot to share,” says
Ly, who left Vietnam in 1975 to recreate

his family’s life in lllinois. He moved to San
Francisco to be near his son after his wife’s
death. “Many of the other residents here don’t
speak English well. We want to offer language
classes, as part of our work to communicate
with each other and share this beautiful
space. This is our home and we need to

work together to keep it in good shape. It's

a challenge, since we are all renters, to bring

“We want to offer
language classes, as
part of our work to
communicate with
each other and share
this beautiful space.”

each other together and to enrich
each other.”

Both are coming to appreciate the amount of

planning, cooperation and financial support
that it takes to get such housing built, and

see themselves as future advocates for more

affordable housing.

The City of San Bruno
teamed with KDF
Communities and its
partner, Citizens Housing
Corporation, to develop
The Village. Set within
The Crossing, a mixed-
use, master-planned
development on a 20-acre former U.S. Navy
facility, the 228-unit project offers units for
seniors at several affordability levels, with
rent ranging from $987 to $1,436 a month.
Contributing to the sense of community

“If you find a place to live, it’s one thing,
but if you find a life - that’s something
else.” Ly N. and Karen C., residents of
The Village affordable senior apartments
in San Bruno, talk in the central garden
about their community.

Pacifica the 18th City to
Join HEART

On September 10th, the Pacifica City
Council voted 5-0 to join HEART.
HEART, unique among housing trust
funds in California, is a joint powers
authority, governed as a public/private
partnership. The HEART board consists
of 11 elected officials and 10 members
of the private sector. Eighteen cities plus
the County of San Mateo are members,
and pay dues to fund all of HEART’s
administrative expenses.

are nearly 10,000 square feet of common
areas, including an exercise room, kitchen,
dining areas, game room, conference
facility, computer lab, wellness rooms and
classrooms. The complex is across from
Tanforan Mall, and within walking distance to
BART and buses.

“| love healing people with Chinese medicine,
but | had to stop working full time a few years
ago because of a back injury. As a single
woman I've always worried about the future,
and | feel a sense of security here. | didn’t
even know | would qualify as low-income,”
Karen said with a laugh. “I think we all find
happiness in being useful and being a benefit
to the community.”
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The San Mateo County Housing Needs Study — Where will we be in 20257

In 2006, San Mateo County completed a
study of housing needs for the next twenty
years, both to project housing demand
and supply and to look at the results of the

We can plan for the future we want.
As a community we value our legacy of lower-
intensity land uses, designed to preserve
wildlife habitats, agricultural lands, and quiet
neighborhoods of single-family homes. To
protect these valuable areas, we need to start
thinking differently about how and where to

Understanding the issues

we face, and involving the
community in potential
solutions, is the key to
planning for a future that
provides housing opportunities

probable housing shortage. The study was
commissioned by the City/County Association
of Governments (C/CAG) and co-sponsored

by HEART and the County Department for everyone. encourage “infill” housing development in
of Housing. already established areas.
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4 What housing will San Mateo County need N HEART Member Cities

in the next 20 years?

e Town of Atherton e City of Millbrae

San Mateo County will add 133,000 new jobs by 2025.
* City of Brisbane * City of Pacifica
Job and population growth will result in 71,000 new households. * Ci .
ity of Burlingame o T

own of Portola Valley

73,000 new housing units will be needed. Over 50 percent of these will

be needed for low, very low, and extremely low income households.

e Town of Colma
W « City of Redwood City

These new jobs will also add 20,000 new units outside the County. * City of Daly City

This will dramatically increase the number of commuters, and consume
thousands of acres of open space elsewhere in the Bay Area.

e City of San Bruno

¢ City of East Palo Alto
. . e City of San Carlos
The study projects that San Mateo County will fall short by 35,000 to » City of Foster City

49,000 units. e City of San Mateo

¢ City of Half Moon Bay
By not providing a wide variety of housing options the County
could experience even more overcrowding, a larger number of lower
income households paying more of their income towards housing, more

wommuters, more pollution and more limits on economic growth. /

* Town of Hillsborough * Town of Woodside

e City of Menlo Park e County of San Mateo
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and senior housing. HEART keeps housing
at affordable levels so people are not priced
out and can live and work here,” said Denise
Aquila, President of the Foundation and
HEART Board Member. Thank you SAMCAR.

Photo courtesy of the San Mateo County
Association of REALTORS LandAmerica
Commonwealth won the prize for Most Original by
offering golfers “The Spa.” Pictured are (left to right)
Kristen Hanley, Sandra Carzon, Debbie Ruth,

Kim McCracken-Albertario, Katie Christie and
Nicole Romero.

Attorney Julia Baigent joins
HEART Board

HEART welcomes Julia Baigent, Attorney

at Law, to the Board of Directors. “Having
worked on many office and residential
developments, | know how complicated it
can be to bring a project to fruition,” said
Baigent. “| am excited and encouraged by
HEART’s collaborative approach to bringing
together the public and private sectors to

get more affordable housing built.” Baigent
currently practices as a sole practitioner in the
central peninsula, and represents developers,
investors and other clients in a wide range of
real estate matters for retail, office, apartment,
single family/condo and commercial uses.

“‘Julie Baigent recognized the importance of
different sectors coming together through
HEART,” said Executive Director Chris
Mohr. “The cities, the county, businesses,
nonprofits, faith groups, labor unions, and
community members all have a stake and a
role to play in HEART.”

Housing Leadership Day on
October 26, 2007

Friday, October 26, at the Oracle Conference
Center in Redwood Shores, join community
leaders, local elected officials, city and
county staff, housing developers and housing
advocates from across San Mateo County

to share best practices, identify common
solutions, and work together to advance

the creation of more homes here on the
Peninsula.

Housing Leadership Day is the premier local
forum for the housing community here in San
Mateo County. This is an excellent opportunity
to network, learn and coordinate shared
efforts in our unique development landscape.

For more information
contact Greg Richane
650-872-4444
grichane@hlcsmc.org
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HEART Board of Directors

* Denise Aquila
San Mateo County
Association of Realtors

e Linda Asbury
San Mateo Area Chamber
of Commerce

School District

* Julia Baigent

Attorney at Law

¢ John Boyle

City Council, City of Menlo Park

e Larry Franzella
Mayor, City of San Bruno

* Pat Gemma
Sequoia Union High

¢ Richard Gordon

Board of Supervisors,

County of San Mateo

e Carole Groom, Chair
City Council, City of San Mateo

* Rose Jacobs Gibson
Board of Supervisors,
County of San Mateo

e« James Janz

Town Council, Town of Atherton

* Tom Kasten

City Council, Town of Hillsborough
« Bill Nack, Vice Chair

San Mateo County Building &
Construction Trades Council

* Diane Howard

* John Conover
Borel Private Bank & Trust Co.

» Karyl Eldridge
Peninsula Interfaith Action

Redwood City

City Council, City of

¢ Michele Jackson
Shelter Network

 Gina Papan
City Council, City of Millbrae

e Paul Shepherd
Cargill Salt

* Sal Torres

City Council, City of Daly City
e Len Vetrone

Nibbi Brothers Construction

* David Woods
City Council, City of East Palo Alto

o
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2007 HOLE SPONSORS
AMS Bekins
Bank of America Mortgage
C&D Appraisals
Chicago Title
Countrywide Home Loans
Fidelity Title
Financial Title
First American Family of Companies
Guarantee Mortgage
IndyMac Bank
IPX 1031 Exchange
LandAmerica Commonwealth
McGuire Real Estate
North American Title
Property I.D.

Stewart Title
Technology Credit Union
The Examiner
Washington Mutual
ZipRealty

N

Thank you to all of the donors to SAMCAR’s Charity Golf
Tournament to benefit HEART

2007 EVENT SPONSORS
Fidelity National Title
The Examiner
Chicago Title
CitiMortgage, The Michael Haigh Team
Financial Title
First American Title Company
First Horizon Home Loans
Alliance Title
Atherton Appliance & Kitchens
Carr, McClellan, Ingersoll, Thompson & Horn
Century 21 Alliance
Investment Property Exchange Services, Inc.
LandAmerica Commonwealth
Marshall Realty
Meriwest Mortgage
North American Title
Old Republic Title Company
Property I.D. Corporation
Prudential California Realty of San Mateo
Step Ahead Carpet
Stewart Title
Countrywide Home Loans
McGuire Real Estate
Washington Mutual
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Your Support is Vital

All donations to HEART go to new
homes and loans.

HEART's city and county members
cover all administrative costs.

HEART leverages every donated dollar
with at least $10 from other sources.

Every contribution, large or small, makes
a big difference.

Thank you




